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would have no niggardly discussions about the 38th or
40th degree, either of which would have run through
the fertile and populous coffee-growing districts. Like
the unjust steward he took his pen and wrote quickly.
He substituted the 35th degree, leaving nothing of
Southern Ethiopia except the dismal and uninhabited
swamps between the uplands and the Sud^a.

The plan was then agreed upon, and each statesman
acted according to national tradition. Sir Samuel Hoare
despatched his copy to London, and departed to enjoy
his Sunday in the Engadine* M. Laval hurried back
to Paris, and a full account of the proposals appeared
ia the French papers some time before the first British
Cabinet minister had seen them. In the long run the
British method proved the most effective. When the
storm .came, it was M." Laval's Government which fell a
month later, while Sir Samuel Hoare's Government
survived, and he himself merely retired from office for
a few months.

The Hoare-Laval * Peace Plan* was, to use Mr. Max
Beerbohm's phrase, an 'instantaneous failure/ The
violence of the opposition which it aroused in the smaller
democratic countries and amongst all sections in
England was a measure of the distance travelled by our
Government away from those post-war ideals which
centred round the League of Nations. M. Laval had
partially educated his public, and his fall in January,
1936, was chiefly due to other causes. Mr. Baldwin had
deliberately misled the English electorate throughout
the summer on the patriotic grounds that a little modify*
ing of the truth was essential to prevent the tragedy of
his party being defeated at the polls. Later he was to
disclose all this with the disarming frankness^ which is
so disconcerting to his lieutenants, but has proved so